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Hepaititis victims
in line for millions

Ottawa could act without provinces

Note: We must be very cautioul]ly

optimistic about this news. The data has Bot

L been published yet and the report is lacking
i real information Furthermore , there I-

problems with the study that include but are got

|| limited to these facts:

Wednesday, February 4, 1998
By Anne Mcilroy
The Globe and Mail©

OTTAWA -- The federal government
willing to contribute at least $300-million 1
'] compensate Canadians who were infected
\ﬁepatitis C through tainted blood.

But negotiations with the provinces on a jg

i 1. This study is only done with 42 patients.
2. They say that they have both HCV and
patients but do not say how many of each.

3.. They say that the duration of the disease
| shortened considerably- by what measure

assumption, etc.?

4. Relapses were high in the HCV group.

the blood tragedy are making little progress.
Some provinces are offering little or no cas
arguing that they already have to shoulder the ¢
of looking after the thousands who face a life
illness because the hlood system failed them.
Sources familiar with the secret negotiati
say the hard-line position that Manitoba 4§

Researchin March, so we will have a bett
I k S il
opportunity to review it then.
Darlene

S . ..
assistance package for the forgotten V|ct|msin}5?Kelowna General’ Hospital, NEXT MEETING:

COMING UP:

Victoria Chapter Meetings: Last Wednesday
each month 1 -3 PM, and again at 7-9 PM, St. |
the Divine ChurchLounge,1611 Quadra St. (Entran
through the rear, marked Annel)EXT MEETING:
Mar. 25

enticton Chapter Meetings: Third Thursday d
i5very month, 7-9 PM, Penticton Health Unit - Bo
[RARMS- NEXT MEETING: Mar. 19

;ﬁglowna Chapter Meetings: Last Saturday

eyery month, 1-3 PM, Rose Avenue Education R
P'/Iar. 28

génaimo Chapter  Meetings: Second Thursday
ery month, 7 PM, Health Unit-Central Vancou

Island, 1665 Grant SINEXT MEETING: Mar. 12
ns

gﬂnshine Coast Support Group Meetings: Firsf

g
New Brunswick presented at the meeting
federal and provincial deputy ministers
health last week in Vancouver could be]

By Duncan Shiels

BUDAPEST, Feb 18 (Reuters) - A grollpstage for a confrontation with the fede

L of Hungarian and U.S. scientists say teZ,overnment that would see Ottawa acting al

[ have found a cure for hepatitis B andfGp offering a settlement for victims infected wi
which has no side effects and costs less haRe sometimes-deadly disease.

Cyrus Reporter, spokesman for federal Heal

"l Results of phase two tests of the treatrfeifinister Allan Rock, said yesterday th
using a naturally occurring virus develog Cbovernment tll hopes a joint package can b

by Laszlo Csatary of the United Cantefyorked out because that would better for t

negotiating tactic. But if it isn't, it could set themail her at Carol <ryker@cheerful.com>

THursday of each month, 7:30 PM, Coast Garib
Plalth Unit in Gibsons. NEXT MEETING: Mar.
Cantact Carol for more information: 886-4298

al
bne

' HOW TO REACH US:
|

CO-EDITORS

tpan Diemecke TEL:(250) 388-4311

pdiemecke@compuserve.corRAX:(250) 479-5490]
arlene Morrow hepcbc@sprint.ca

]ettp://WWW.geocities.com/HotSprings/567O

| Dicancer. As many as one in five people who
Bakacs of Hungary's Institute of Oncolg

told Reuters on Wednesday. “This viru . i:and no cure.

|| non-pathogenic to humans, it produces/no Tens of thousands of Canadians are believe
illness and a course of treatment cosl® kave been infected with the hepatitis C vir

fraction of other treatments." J through contaminated blood and blood produ

Infections of hepatitis B (HBV) reach(dincluding but not limited to the 28,600 wh

epidemic proportions in the 1970s but

U number of cases has been reduced in regeMt. Justice Horace Krever's final report into t

'|years through international preventetainted blood tragedy of the 1980s blamed t
vaccination programmes. federal and provincial governments and the R

|| Hepatitis C (HCV), which first appeargdCross. He said a test that was used in the

¥in 1989, is now recognised as a major puIi@OUld have prevented 85 per cent of those peq
health problem worldwide. Between oneftdrom getting the disease.

L/ two percent of the population of develogsd The pressure is on for the federal
countries are affected and infection ratesuﬁrOVlnC|a| governments to agree on a pac
as high as 15 percent in parts of Africa. because victims have launched lawsuits w

'] more than $3-billion in total. The idea is t

(Continued on page )
(Continued on page

yinfected will likely die, and there is no vaccife®

eontracted the disease between 1986 and 194¥ASTLEGAR/G RAND FORKS/TRAIL:

$ICTORIA CHAPTER OFFICE :
thepcvic@pacificcoast.net TEL:(250) 388-4311
http://www.pacificcoast.net/~hepcvic/hepcvic~

EENTICTON CHAPTER:
SLIE GIBBENHUCK  TEL:(250) 490-9054
bchepc@bc.sympatico.ca

KELOWNA CHAPTER :
ELAINE RISELY
&riseley@bcinternet.com

TEL:(250)768-3573

KOBIN TOMLIN
e

TEL:(250)365-6137

LA PAQU CHAPTERS:
%lA KLOMP TEL:(250) 248-6072
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TED KILLOUG TEL:(250)752-1718
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HELEN HUBB ARD TEL:(250) 245-8759
(Ladysmith/Nanaimo)

hrd

bf

b

=

er

hldi
5
or

1=




ke e = === == === =d 5n(d eventually in the functioning of the body.

i 11 and water; sour of earth and fire; salty of

SUBSCRIPTION FORM ! AQ/UI’VE.dIC Medicine water and fire; pungent of fire and air; bitter
Please fill out include a check made out! art Two: Hf?rb& Formulas of air and ether; and astringent of earth and
HeCSC - Victoria Chapter. Send to: : and Healing Toxins: faf:r. Man%/ hterbsﬂand foods will have more

Hepatitis C Society of Canada The root of disease is ama. Ama an one taste or rlavour.

Victoria Chapter accumulation of toxins, develops for ma ta;g? ise ii%%c?oroéeﬂgﬁéfsggﬁfﬁﬂb, wgakﬁgggt

~ 1611 Quadra St. I different reasons.  For example, whene symptoms of aging, lack of semen and

Victoria, BC V8W 2L5 1 incompatible foods are ingested, agni , life ene impotence. The sweet flavour is cooling,

or FAX to: (250) 479-5490 I or body fire, will be directly affected as a result nutntlv_eé_tomc()j, Pleall(sang and soﬁegl_ng.dlt is
e tonins of ar, cresed o thess oo COTiaIcaed o kapng (waer diags
IEE I digested foods. If the tongue has a white coal ¢ 10k and asthma, diabetes. Herbs useful

I this indicates the presence of ama in the It for hepatitis C include Astragalus, Licorice,

Address I intestines, small intestines and stomach. ~ Siberian Ginseng, Marshmallow, Slippery

1 depends on which part of the tongue is coa EIm. Foods: Sesame seeds, peas and beans,
City: Prov. PC 1 Ama develops when agni's function is retard rice, barley, millet, oats and yams. Yogurt is
- | although, over active agni is also harmful and \ bo‘lt'rr]]eswsegltjﬁnt%sst%urfs heating, and causes
eventually lead to a weakened immune functiol __.''S . . 'Y,

Home(__) Work (__) L oxins “are also created by emotional fact Salivation, increases secretions, cleans the
1 Repressed anger aggravates pitta, cau mouth, possesses stimulating and digestion-

One Year Subscription: Donati&10.00 I inflammation throughott the digestive syste Promoting properties and is thirst relieving,
b ; ine Induces sweating and causes burning in the

Member of: I Repressed fear and anxiety can cause bloating th and throat It i d for | f

Victoria Chapter 0 j gas. Imbalances will occur and affect all 1 MOu o a”d roat. '3 US? d‘?r 853 0
vancouver Chapter ___ _[| j fridoshas if emotions are repressed long te 3PPEME, %spt?]psm, an vaat Isor elrts or
— Agni is weakened, which in turn weakens - 9!S€ases 0l 1ne nervous system. IS

Okanagan Chapters 1] L immune system, causing allergies = contraindicated for disorders  of pitta and

I particularly, “intolerances to the foods whiRlood, —gastritis, internal bleeding and
"I cannot afford to subscribe at this time, bug would normally aqgravate_ each dosha.  jaundice, an_?h thHerefo(r:e should kt))'e kdept E[ﬂ a
would like to receive the newsletter. | example a person born with a pitta constitut mlni_mumbg[\{l b e ?:r Cé)f?h lﬂbe V_\{[I
i " will naturally be sensitive to hot, spicy foo €001NG, DIUEr Nerbs. —FooUs/Nerns cirus,
I'am applying for a grant.".____[] which aggravate pitta. In the same way Tepre: YOgurt, green grapes and hawthorn berries.
pitta emotions such as hate and angér ma e salty taste Is heating, is easily soluble,
"I would like to make a donation so that others | increase the hypersensitivity to foods w Wate.r-retalnln%, softening, and causes a
receive the newsletter without charge” [} aggravate this constitution. bu”:jmfg SFnsa '?n in the mouéhdand throat. Itis
Ryurveda recommends that emotions US€d for loss of appetite and dyspepsia, as an
observed with detachment and then allowec expec%orantlfor cou hs,das addlureuc, ?”d for
dissipate. When emotions are repressed, heurological (vata) disorders. tIs

: ; ; ; contraindicated for disorders of pitta (fire) and
repression will cause disturbances in the ”blood, skin diseases, swelling’ hypertension,

(A limited number of newsletters will be availabl |
free of charge at the meetings, as well.)

DISCLAIMER: HeCSS cannot endorse any physician, product or reatment.|  INCidentally, n Chinese me icine, each or( Egrl;r]s?(;r(er}g%e aa nf?reg adsltsr(l)tl!(sjer He abtét(l)sn nglljtldagg
d k, d dd i ly. :
guests invited to our group to speak, do so to add to our information only. | has an emotion linked to it. The emotl seaweeds are salty flavour.

they say should not necessarily be considered medical advice, unless th ~qgnnected with the liver is anger. So it The spicy or pungent taste is heating

geqlga\ do‘;‘ms‘ The mfr;rma}tlﬁn you r:eclelr\]/e may help ybm; make ag inf assumed  that any liver problem would I
ecision. Please consult with your health practitioner before considerin: ] C ! .
therapy or therapy protocol. Thye opinions expressed in this newsletter agr associated with anger be|ng stored in the or gg#{bﬁ%&%gts thgonr%]grs\floouns gggten’ita%\rllgrt;gg:

necessarily those of the organization. and therefore, anger release work would be 2+ ; ;
: ~ stimulates digestion, causes tears, headaches
important adjunct to any therapy. and tingling™ sensations.  Spicy taste is
K ’ The importance of taste (Rasa ): _ effective” in” treating loss of appetite and
J Ayurveda states that the taste of a herb is indigestion, and as an anthehnintic for

incidental, but is an indication of its propertitdysentery. It also is helpful for coughs,
Victoria Chapter HeCSC acknowledges th¢ Different tastes possess different effects. We colds, asthma, obesity, skin diseases and as a
personal donations, donations in kind and NOt us_uallz/) connect taste with therapel dentifrice. It reduces excess kapha (water
memorial donations received to date. and thk Properties, but rather enjoyable or not. and vata (air). Hot, spicy-tasting herbs an
s ; ) " The Sanskrit word for taste, rasa , has m foods are contraindicated in disorders of pitta
following for discounts, donations of services, & meanings, all of which help us to understand (fire) and blood, eruptive skin diseases and
equipment: Monk Office Supply. CFAX 1070| importance of taste in Ayurveda. Rasa me semen disorders. ome spicy or pungent
Radio, Apple Canada, and Pacific Coast Net. “essence”, the essence and prime factor, «flavour substances are peppers, cinnamon,

plant. It means “sap”, the invigorating part asafoetida, garlic, aconite, and prickly ash.
The deadline for any contributions of hepc.bull is| plants. It means “ap}?rematlon”, “artistic deligh Spicy or 8ungent herbs should not be usee
the 22nd of each month. Please contact: Joan | & Mmusical note”. " Thus taste evokes feelin with Hep C to reduce aggravation of the liver
Diemecke at Tel (250) 388-4311 or FAX 479-544 which is again the essence of the plant. F unless they are combined with cooling herbs

1 means “circulation”, “to feel lively”, “to dance’ such as peppermint, dandelion and other

or Darlene Morrow at all of which reflect the energising power of tast bitter herbs. ) )
1203 Plateau Drive, Taste directly affects the nervous sysi The bitter taste is cooling, overwhelms all
North Vancouver, BC, V7P 2J3 through prana. " Taste stimulates nerves, awa the other flavours, and is clearing, drying and
email: %hetmln tand senses to make us feel alive. ~ c:ean5|fng to t_hed ngou_}{l/_. It is antipyretic,
; aste sets our own rasa or essence in mo clears fevers, is detoxifying, removes pus, is
phd'emb“ke@f:ompuserve'com or Through stimulating Prana, particularly t anthelmintic, anti parasitical, inhibits
epcbc@sprint.ca , _ | gastric nerves, taste affects agni and enhance bleeding, relieves burning sensations,
The editors reserve the right to edit and cut articl¢ power of digestion. It is the good taste of fc promotes digestion and relieves constipation,
in the interest of space. that is necessary to awaken our agni for prctreats skin diseases and also is useful in
ADVERTISING: The deadline for placing digestion. anorexia. Bitter taste in excess is

dverti in the hencBC.bull is the 15th of or this reason, bland food may not contraindicated in nervous disorders, as it
advertisements in the hepcBC.bull is the 15th of | hoyrishing in spite of its vitamin of miner would further aggravate vata (air). It also is

each month. Rates are as follows: content. Without stimulating agni, there is no r not recommended for semen disorders.
Newsletter Ads: power of digestion. Ayurvedic medicine hi Bitter herbs include Milk Thistle, Turmeric,
$10 for 1/6th page, per issue th_(tergetfﬁ)re,_ aH\t/vay_s included the science of cool (B)oldo, Dandello?,“ BHr(ijofcllg fBarbtlarry_ or

i ; wi e right spices. regon grape (all helpful for clearing,
iégagfrﬂg?gh gagee, gifssu:s(\(l'gr;‘ggfgfe) When we are sick, we lose our sense of t detoxifying and /or strengthenln the Ilve_%,

. page, p u and our appetite. Taste, appetite, and the p«Cascara, _ Turkey Rhubarb, arsaparilla,
horizontal) ) ] of digestion are related. Lack of taste indice Blessed Thistle. ‘Golden seal, Red Clover,
$200 for 1/6th page, 12 issues (in advance) fever, disease, low agni and high ama, Gentian, Centaury, Passionflower. )
whole page: accumulation of toxins. To improve agni a The astringent taste is cooling, contracting,
$60 per issue eliminate disease, it is necessary to improve cleaning, drying, and causes stiffness, mouth
$600 for 12 issues sense of taste. This is why spices are <dryness, heart pains and feelings of
12 ; important Ayurvedic herbs. heaviness. It also promotes healing, stops

page: yurveda recognizes six tastes: sweet, s bleeding, is anti diuretic, stops diarrhea, Is
$30 per issue salty, pungent, bitter and astringent. These de absorbent, and normalizes skin pigmentation.
$300 for 12 issues from five elements— each taste is composec (Continued on page 7)

two elements. Sweet taste is composed of €



’ buildings in Victoria. The rally will start at
Squeeky’s Corner ;. SRS
q H P I 1.:2\?16 then let’s not forget our upcoming “Run Hepatltls victims issue
. [ . i
or ow \} - for Your Life: Cordova Bay, 5 km Fun Run,” UItImatum
Graduated 22 June 28, 1998. Volunteers are needed. Célllawyer for B.C., claimants says the BC and
Dave Smith at 388-4311 or email him. Federal government face litigation warfare
from Grade 1 to Grade 2 Last: a special thanx to Sandy and Kim fofnless tainted-blood settlement negotiations start
all the help they give us with the database affys month.
the mailing. Look for them up on our Website

Well, since | last spoke to some of you in pri By Petti Fong

I've had the opportunity to speak to quite a f Vancouver Sun©

of you on the phone and now by email. A squeek The Vancouver lawyer representing B.C.
some of you might have noticed that, wy claimants who contacted hepatitis C through
sumtimes I'm not as nice as I'm supposed to Pe-E CURE (Continued from page 1) || tainted blood gave the provincial and federal

Downright crabby if you ask me--plain ol Current treatment of HCV, which becoregjovernments an ultimatum Tuesday, saying
insensitive etc. blah blah and yodie-doo! persistent in about 85 percent of its victigsthey'll face litigation warfare unless

Well, | guess there’s really no excuse Tghvolves the use of the drug alpha interfer )negotiations begin this month on a settlement.
being “rude--especially when I'm generallys relatively expensive therapy. “| hope to hear from them by mid February.
“wunnerful”--except for sumtimes. And theg at the Mayo Clinic gnif we don't, we just go to litigation warfare,”
sumtimes happen to be quite frequémochester, New York, concluded in res{jtsvarns J.J. Camp, who represents 1500
recently--and I'd like to blame it on my live hclaimants. “We have the financial muscle and
So there! athe guts to do it.

_ _ _ : On Tuesday, some details of the plaintiff's
Killer of a biopsy. | was in tears! Felt like | h8idear gained. demands were released for the first time,
been kicked in the ribs all the way through to gny Bakacs said a full course with the new vigissearly two months after the proposed
back, and | couldn't take a deep breath TonTH-68/B, an attenuated form of Bursalsettlement was sent to provincial and federal
several hours. In the end, or more preciseMl bysease Virus (BDV), cost a total $400 Bohealth ministries.

the morrow, the pain was gone. But what engigdo0 for six months. Camp said there will be coordinated effort
was a flare-up of my hep like I haven’'t had’in |n terms of treatment, 25 to 30 percen{|dbetween lawyers representing claimants in B.
quite a while. | again experienced a very strlliigtients may respond to a prolonged courdk @f., Saskatchewan, Alberta and Ontario to put
_ _ . | Y éncreasing pressure on all governments. Part
exercise was out of the question--including gdingeatment produces some harmful side-eff tof that campaign  will include press
for a walk. According to Csatary's paper, 42 HBV dhdonferences to allow the victims to detail the

So: I've been tired, and foggy, and achy andcv patients were treated with the Blg/emotional and physical costs of the potentially
mumbly and grumbly. And no wonder why! allife-threatening virus.
biopsy shows that I've made progress. Prodiied@rapy in tests carried out at Budapest's SentThe proposal written by Camp and the basis
backwardz. Good old Billy Reuben (that's whataszlo Hospital. Y for a common settlement for victims in other
| call my liver) has now made it to early fibro®is |n the case of HBV five percent of the {sprovinces, does not give a specific monetary
and the inflammation shows me that it's pg%roup relapsed, compared to nine percenll atemand.
time down there for all them invading virathe control group, while for HCV sufferers tde  Under the plan, individuals with hepatitis C
particles. Sometimes | swear they've starteMcarresponding figures were 32 percent an7@ou|d become eligible for compensation by
trailer park in my portal tract, and they're haviggercent. proving they received a transfusion and that
one continual hoe-down. | almost positive | The duration of the disease was isthey have not engaged in high-risk activity,
heard someone singing Willie Nelson tuMasonsiderably shortened, it said. ' such as intravenous drug use. An initial
down around my midriff the other night. Agd Bakacs said the findings came at a finpayment would be made to all victims, even if
no, dear, it wasn’t gaz! when current vaccination programmes agaghshey had not developed symptoms.

OFFICE UPDATE: hepatitis B were encountering difficulties. 'l Claimants who have developed symptoms

, e . J There are 70 countries currenfiywould then receive further compensation.

'm now the “official’ office managel yaccinating but they have discovered esciheeThose who have not developed symptoms
(whatever that means) so | guess its up to "Bffitants. We now need a treatment.” he safl.would have the right to defer the assessment of
tell you aI_I that the phone almost always_n ldamages and a fund would be established to
stops ringing--which when you come to think ofther research was needed but there \Jetver these claims at a future date.
it is really sad. More people with hep. We B\ ong indications that the results wouldlbe In November, Justice Horace Krever
have close to 700 people on the bulletin mailigynfirmed in larger-scale tests. recommended a no-fault compensation system
list and it is growing. _ “You cannot make sufficiently strollgfor anyone who contracted a disease through

We have some new videos and some B@y4sistics on 40 people but it is the filbthe blood system.
books for you. We also have, thanks to | pe B.C. Health Minister Joy MacPhail could
Good, a faster Mac and modem (or is that a Magne * he said. “‘From here on it is jus] aot be reached for comment on Tuesday.
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with fries and a Coke?) and have been abll {Qestion of bigger numbers.”
increase contact via the Web and e ﬁ _ 9 ] L ok ek ok ek ok ke ok A kok &k ok kok kok ok
Response to our Website is fantastic (ano#ePURCE: REUTERS News Service N % Reminder:- Any change of &

reason I'm totally pooped---rotsa woyk!), andp&dditonal note from the Toronto office: * address, phone number or postal *

compensation issues come to a head, our apility code, please let your phone contac:

to stay up to date and on top of it has run ul8 [ghis treatment] is only in second phase tri in Victari

our fe)(;t P P Phase three randomized control trials will tak‘: (in VICtOI’tIa) Oli your:gzger X
’ secretary Know

; - ) .minimum of five years and will involve thousalt
N:npzﬁakcl)n?:egf %hlg?-thethlg(r)icshefsitelrjaggtee %paﬂents before the treatment can be lice ‘* HeCSC Victoria Tel. (250) 388-431x%

d d by the FDA in the US. & i ifi
8:30? and on Friday (27th) February there wi ohprovee oY e n e X hepcvic@pacificcoast.net :
R

s - quivalent licensing bodies around the world. *
be a Hepatitis C Rally at the Parliament *
- B B B Em Em Em E ).0.0.000.0.0.000000.0000.000.0.




¢ CUPID'S CORNER WHO SHOULD 1986 shouldn’t matter. The fact Is WAS
BE infected through a blood transfusion. There
seems to be some confusion as to who should
for a personal classified section in our ne “ ./ COMPENSATED? be compensated. Should we compensate the
bulletin. Here is how it works: i victims after 1986 and not those prior, even
To place an ad: Write it up! Max. 50 Wort Egitor's note: The following is an excerpt fro though we know this is how they contracted the
Deadline is the 15th of each month and the 4 |etter one of our Victoria members written dis€ase? What about those of us before that
will run for two months. We'd like a $1 Joy McPhail, BC Minister of Health, and to ol time? We still have the same virus, problems,
donation, if you can afford it. Send che¢ prime Minister. Hopefully, it will provide ai stress and complications as those people

payable tdHeCSC Victoria Chapter, and mail example for those of you who wish to foll infected after 1986. Isn't saying that those

¥ This column is a response to reque{

to HeCSC, 1611 Quadra St., Victoria, BC gyit: transfused prior to 1986 won't be compensated
V8W 2L5. Give us your name, tel. no., al ‘ . is somewhat like saying if you were born black
address. I contracted the Hep C virus during a routi before the slave trade was abolished you won't

To respond to an ad: dk your written SUrgery in 1981. During that surgeryeceived be allowed to sit at the dinner table?
response in a separate, sealed envelope 7 units of blood, one or possibly all of the Transfusions were designed to save lives, not
nothing on it but the number from the top | containing the Hep C virus. | may never kna take them! Not only did | contract Hep C, but
corner of the ad to which you are respondi Since | have been informed that all medi also Hep B through his blood transfusion. |
Put that envelope inside a second one, al records from that period have been destroy think the Red Cross Society of Canada should
with your check for a donation of $2, if you ¢c. My husband and I are hotel managers, a job take responsibility for what has happened. By
afford it. Mail to the same address as above €Njoy immensely. Our future hangs in tsingling out certain individuals by sector (date

balance since this devastating disease contracted), not only are they being
Disclaimer: HeCSC cannot be held responsi entered our lives. This job is high stress ¢ discriminatory, they are certainly leaving the
for any interaction between parties brouc requires extreme dedication at all hours of majority of Canadians wondering if, in fact, we
about by this column. day and night. My husband has had to take should support the Red Cross, and, if we did,
more than his share of the responsibility sitwhether could we trust them to make
: PIPPVPPIVPIPITIVIVIOYY my health has deteriorated over the last li responsible decisions concerning our lives?
Ad No. 6 while. | have joined several support groups, and
© SWM Age: 48. HT: 511" WT. 185. BR eye® | cannot stress enough the devastation anc although they are helpful, it does not change the
NS/NS/ND.  Loyal, trustworthy, honegg impact this has put upon my personal life, no' way my family and | have had to change our
) affectionate, aftentive, caring, romantic, \eg'mention my marriage or my children’s day-to-day lives. From now until the end of my
big heart. Easy going. Enjoys: Candlel = friends’ lives. At first, being told you ar life | will have to live with Hep C. THERE IS
dinners, walks, beach, MC ridin'¥ infected with this virus is like being handed NO CURE!
@ photography, travel and NASCAR. @ virtual death sentence. You must be able Peggy Daisley
@ Ladies | would like to meet: Age 39-5¢p overcome anger, fear and frustration at hea
@ 20" 100-130 Ibs. Must have Sarey such a verdict. At first you believe you are
interests and willing to learn new thing = having a bad dream and that somehow thi

v will right themselves by morning. Not so! Th1 HELLO FROM THE
VOVPVPVPVPVPVPVPVPVOPVPIOY comes the struggle of accepting thendition ‘%’ OKANAGAN

and beginning to learn how to live with it.

FUNDRAISER: creates almost insurmountable obstacles iny This has been a very busy month
) life, beginning with extreme fatigue at doing t speculations - what with compensation and the
simplest of things. ‘cure’l  Further investigations are definitely

We are offering Tupperware to all I wy housework has become a thing of the p needed!!

readers. For the next 4 months, 159 afty husband does not understand the virus ~ Next month | will be going to Washington,
all orders will go to benefit the Victor§}l seems to think that if he doesn’t think aboui DC to the Walk on Washington. | am really
Chapter of the Hepatitis C Society [)feverything will go back to the way it used to excited about being there and about meeting
Canada. The more we order, the reefore we found out. Our sex life has dwind Dr. Jay Hoofnagle. This will be a 3 day
we benefit. to almost nothing, what with doctors and { meeting of the biggest and best in the US, who
worrying each day of what to do next. N are involved

children and family have tried to be ve in Hepatitis C.

supportive during the past few months, since The Hepatitis C front is a very busy one these

Please call & mention Hep C

Caroline Mah found out, but | know there is a lot of stress days. We are receiving many calls from
Tel: 386-9260 everyone concerned. | was supposed to !individuals, wondering about the Health

corrective surgery this past July, but wh Ministers’ decision about compensation and

ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ ‘ﬁf ﬁ ‘iﬁ ﬁ doctors learned | had Hep C, they declined wher.e they can get thei_rcheques. _
to my own medical problems (being a blee It is very disheartening to be taking these
RALLY and a poor clotter). | would need transfusit Callsl—most have no idea how they contracted
‘L?f ) ‘L?f and, in doing so, would be putting the medi the disease, and get very angry when told that
# Next Friday (27th) February there w ' = professionals at risk. compensation will only affect those transfused.
be a Hepatitis C Rally at the Parliam Needless to say the surgery was Compensation—by the looks of the package—
o, Buildings in Victoria. The rally will o, performed, so not only do | still suffer from th will go back to 1974 but there will be a need to
ﬂf start at 1:30. Newspaper coverage‘ﬂf medical problem, | now deal with Hep C. prove you were transfused! Cheques will not
=/ planned, and around 50 hepatitis {—r)f I don’t know what our government proposes simply be randomly handed out!
o, patients from other partef BC are o, do about the situation, but compensation shc | will let you know more next month and will
ﬂf expected to attend. See you thereﬁf be given. | also think there should be keep all up to date. Until then, stay positive,
ﬁf Bring placards if possible! {—r)f guidelines or cut-off dates for those who i stay well.
ﬁif

ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ “lif ‘ﬁf “lif ‘bg\f “ff ﬁ infected. Just because | was infected be Leslie

i i
i i



UASK : PRELIMINARY 1 10. Do you experience joint pain? (Where 1

1
\atale rock . sey 1 HEPATITIS C AND HEEL and for how long)
Hepatology Clinical Résearch Nurile PAI N SURVEY

Dept of Medicine UBC
Vancouver Hospital Div. Gastroenteroloby Tammy M. Gracen, B.Sc., D.P.M.
Podiatric Medicine & Surgery 11. Did you experience the symptoms in
questions 8, 9, and 10 prior to being

1
:1h hepatitis C. Where h libid
Q: I have hepatitis ere has my fibidoy diagnosed with hepatitis C?

gone? 1.How long have you had hepatitis C?

I 2.What is your age?
3.Gender: Male Female

A: Libido can very simply be defined gsA.List any other medical problems:
"sexual desire". A more encompassjg
definition might define libido as "the psychjc
energy of sexual desire derived from instinctive
biological drives". (I will not go into detail df
how Freud and Jung define libido). Humdn8.List all medications that you are currently
are very sexual beings and because of thl!@King:
plays a very significant role in our lives.

Many things affect sexual desire even in thbse
who consider themselves "healthy". These
factors are numerous and multidimensiopal
such as stress, fatigue, body image, Iaclﬁ of
interest, etc. In those who also have a chrqrﬁ’cDo you currently use...?
ilness these factors may be even mpreAlcohol - yes -no
heightened beyond what the general populagionP'UgS - yes -no
experiences. Thus the issue of the effects pf df Y& which drugs?
chronic illness and libido is a very complicatked
one.

Specifically, let's look at the effects of havihg
hepatitis C on one's libido. When filkt
diagnosed with HCV there may be questiond drHave you ever used alcohol or drugs?
concerns and anxiety regarding sexjial Alcohol - yes -no
transmission. If not dealt with immediately, pr Drugs  -yes -no
if you are not provided with accuraje If yes, please explain
information, fear of passing the virus to yqu
partner may create a barrier between you p

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
112 Do you have heel pain? -yes - no
I f yes, please continue

: A. One or both heels?

: B. How long have you had the

I symptoms?

C. Do you experience pain with activity?

o

When is pain the worst?

m

What aggravates the pain?

F. What makes the pain better?

G. Have you had any treatment for this*
(If yes, please explain the treatment an
what worked and what didn’t work

H. Did you ever experience heel pain
prior to your diagnosis with hepatitis C?
0 you experience muscle fatigue? (Pleas

L lain
your partner. The longer it is not addressed,nhep )
harder this barrier is to overcome. | 1 Please send your completed survey to:
Having liver disease itself can also play a big 1 Dr. Tammy M. Gracen

X . . ; . .| Broadway Medical Buildin
part in deterring an active sex life. Studleg.Do you experience muscle or tendon paln: #530-943yWest Broadwayg

measuring sexual hormones in patients v!itiwmre and for how long) 1 Vancouver, BC

mild liver disease showed that the level of dex y V5Z 4E1

hormones was normal. In cirrhosis, howeVer, I

the liver may not properly metabolize sgx I Tel: (604) 734-7331 or Fax 737-1146
hormones and there may be an estrogen/ I I

testosterone imbalance, particularly in MeN. klh m m = === === = = = - — == = = = == === ==
men with cirrhosis there is an increase aspects to any relationship and are necessa the desire for sex. The decreased libido from
estrogens with resulting effects such a sense of closeness and sexual intimacy ar treatment affects males and females equally. A
shrinking of the testicles, enlargement of t be maintained. With the diagnosis of hepati recent study of 18 males treated for 12 months
breasts, loss of body hair, and certainly loss C there may be a feeling of separation due with interferon showed that 22% of them
libido. The effect in women is not as appare the chronic disease. a sense of guilt that one complained of sexual dysfunction (defined as
but many women with liver disease stop havi the disease, a sense of frustration, and tt impaired libido erectile failure, and impaired
menstrual periods, also an indication emotions may cause a sense of separation ejaculation) which was unrelated to any
estrogen/progesterone imbalance, and this Iisolation. The desire for sexual intimacy mi significant hormonal change and resolved after
contribute to the loss of libido. Other studi thus decrease. Chronic anxiety also has interferon therapy was stopped.

have shown that chronic infection will activa major effect in decreasing sexual desire. T |n summary, decreased libido in patients with
the immune system with production anger, fear, guilt or grief about the disease, chronic hepatitis C is fairly common and has
cytokines (agents which initiate or inhibit tt uncertainty about the course of the disease, many causes. Some causes are from the
bodies Inflammatory processes). In animals uncertainty about the treatment may all cat disease condition itself, some from the
has been shown that cytokines decrease lib anxiety such that sexual desire is significan emotional and psychological reactions to the

cause fatigue, and anorexia, and it has b lessened. disease, and some from the drugs used to treat
suggested that these effects may occur Interferon, the drug used to treat hepatitis the disease. A recognition of this is a starting
humans as well. may have a significant effect on libido. Son point to a better understanding. Certainly,

R_elationShips also play a lar_ge role in yCof the commoner effects of interferon a accepting the reaiity‘ discussing the probiem‘
ability to have an active sex life. Openne fatigue, headache insomnia, muscle aches and assessing the contributing factors will
honesty, and communication are import: feeling down, all symptoms that will decrea: assist in coping and dealing with the condition.



Thymus Gland extracts would theoretically provide the solutD '
i to chronic infections. AVE S CO L U M N
Supplementatlon It has been shown that patients undergoina

The thymus is the most important gland chemotherapy for cancer suffer a drop in wt Grievous words stir up anger......
our immune system. It is comprised of tvblood cells, similar to what hepatitis C patie But a soft answer,turns away wrath.
lobes which lie beneath the thyroid glan undergoing interferon therapy often experier
above the heart. The health of they thymus In the cancer patients, taking thymus extri
very important, to the extent that our immu has been helpful in preventing that effect.
system's functioning depends on it. People v stands to reason that the same would ha
have hepatitis C or other chronic infectio with hepatitis C patients on interferon.
often have decreased thymus activity, as We can use the same reasoning
people who suffer from autoimmune diseas autoimmune disorders. Thymus extracts F
allergies, and migraine headaches. been shown to improve T-helper to suppre:

The thymus produces T-lymphocytes, the ty cell ratios in rheumatoid arthritis sufferers,
of white blood cell which controls "cell for those of us who have auto-immune probl
mediated immunity," which refers to thsuch as autoimmune hepatiti
immune mechanisms which aren't regulated cryoglobulenemia, Sjogren's syndrome, or
antibodies. This kind of immunity is importar of the other autoimmune disorders relatec
because it protects us from infection by mou hepatitis C, it may be advantageous to 1 . X . .
like bacteria, yeast infections, fungi, parasit thymus extracts. might be domg a_dlsser\_/lce 10 you, our readers,

) " : by not mentioning this personal but very

and viruses, such as hepatitis C. If someone No side effects or adverse effects have lim ortant iece of information. Not that | am
symptoms from hepatitis C, that pers reported with the use of thymus preparatic E d pf giti b't | hedaed at
probably has ill-functioning cell-mediate Check with your doctor before beginning ¢ ashamed ot my conaition, bu edged a
! . S . AR - revealing it until | had thought it through.
immunity. This kind of immunity is importan supplements. You might also want to cons At the time of my last writing. | was iust
in protecting us against cancer and au the possibility of “Mad Cow Disease.” Y 9 !

. . . starting to come out of a deep black hole and
immune disorders, such as can often be fol Joan Diemeak . ; ; ;

. - ; wasn't sure which way the wind was going to
in hepatitis C patients.

The thymus gland rel hormon For more information, see "Enhancing thyn blow for me. Since that time, though, I've

ny gland refeases hormones SUC ¢ pction:  The clinical uses of thymus extracts”, definitely noticed a significant improvement in
thymosin, thymopoeitin, and serum thy vjchael T. Murray, ND, ~American Journal my outlook, and | seem to have a little more
factor.  These hormones regulate seve Natural Medicine, Vol. 3, No. 7, September 1996. positive enérgy

immune functions, and low levels of tF 9 .
. . Depression is not something to be ashamed
hormones may cause depressed immunity =nn

) . . 7 of. People, especially men, have a tendency to
make us more defenceless against infectic } .
Usually older people. as well as people w feel that there is a stigma attached to the

y peope, peop — B\ - subject of depression. Women, on the other

cancer and AIDS, have low thymic hormoig . .
hand, are socialized to be more emotive than
levels, as do people under a lot of stress. -
men, and, as a consequence, more anti-

Some naturopaths advocate strengthening depressants are prescribed to them. | merely

thymus. If someone h_as'sympt_oms indicat want to make a point here rather than throw
that the thymus gland isn't working well, the
open a gender-related debate.

say it may help to attempt to improve thym Anyone who doesn't need to take them

function. This may be done by insuring go ; .
nutrition, and by taking antioxidants, such cannot fully appreciate the mindset of those

. . . . . H H e who do, and if someone was prescribed an anti-
carotenes, vitamin C, vitamin E, zinc, a Chiron Testlng_ Hepatltls C depressant drug they didn't need, they would
selenium. The nutrients required Vaccine

manufacture thymic hormones are zinc, vitar relz:i)p no be_neflt from t?k'gg It. b duct of H
B6, and vitamin C. The use of concentrates On February 16, 1998, the Chiron Corporat _ Z€Pression seems 1o be a byproduct of Hep

calf thymus tissue may promote thymus gl announced that it has begun a Phase | trial o C. The harder the liver has to work just to
activity, as well Hepatitis C Virus (HCV) vaccine. The compa perform its normal functjons, the more negatlv_e
Numerous clinical trials have shown that ¢ Plans to test how safe and tolerable two differ (e €ffects on a person's outiook. - The body is
thymus extract is effective in correcting the doses of the vaccine are, and will investigate constantly tired and the sufferer s literally sick
cell defects in HIV infections, preventir immune response in the subjects. and tred of being sick and tired. Add to this
respiratory infections in children, treating act  Chiron discovered the hepatitis C virus the ag?('et]%/ and W(:rry .?f. being able to clc_)r_mn.ue
hepatitis B infections, increasing white blo 1987. Their accine consists of a recombina E“’V'. ing for y?“r amuy, T]a'“(tj‘?'“'”gha 'Y'”g'h
cell counts in cancer patients undergo HCV antigen combined with their MF5 K€€PINg & root-over your head, not having the
chemotherapy, and ameliorating allergies adjuvant to induce antibodies and other poss powers-that-be recognize the severity and the
children. It seems to regulate the immu protective immune responses. potential for a devastaiing worst-case scenario;
system, so that it improves the function of = The study uses patients randomly chosen t and being denied disability payments when,
thymus both in cases of over- and underac placed into two giups. One groupeceives the and if, that time comes, then there is a distinct
immune disorders. vaccine, and the other receives a placebo. - OPPOrtunity for depression to become an
When a person has a chronic infection, s @ double-blind, dose-escalating study, given |ntzeg|raflt p?r:t o(l;yourllllfe.t Kina. is in th
as chronic fatigue syndrome, or chronic pc forty-eight healthy adult volunteers who w <90 H1€ CTUg 'M "aking, 1s 1n e same

. : P class as Prozac, perhaps the best known of a
i i receive three immunizations over a 6-mol - ’ .
viral syndrome, the immune system specific class of drugs known as Selective

depressed. This makes it hard for these pe period. Chiron estimates that the trial and 6 go 00 Reuptake Inhibitors. It's one, if not
to overcome their illness, which in turn leads analysis will be finished by 1999. The compe y, |east sedating, of the anti-depressants. The
infection, which again leads to a damac belleves_ that this pr_oduct has potential both yanefits of Zoloft over Prozac are quite
immune system, making the person still weal prevention of the disease and therapy for gignjficant for someone with liver disease. It
By restoring healthy immune function, thym disease. (Continued on page 7)

In my last article, | talked about depression
and how | deal with it. I've never been
officially diagnosed with clinical depression or
bi-polar disorder but I've had bouts of acute
depression throughout my life which have no
doubt interfered with the normal ebb and flow
of things.

The reason I'm bringing it up again is that
last time | only obliquely referred to anti-
depression medicine as a possible treatment.
Yes, it is part of my treatment and yes, | am
deriving benefit from its effects. It was pointed
out to me by my excellent physician that |




(Continued from page 2) TRAVEL COST
Astringent herbs are contraindicated in
conditions oél ?eneral debility agdOl\_/veaélmess,f COMPENSATION
anorexia and loss appetite,”and disorders o .
vata (air) or neurological disorders. Oak bark, About TAP:
gra%esblll, alum, witch hazel, red root and
ayberry are astringent taste. ; ;
Ayurvec}_:(_: Formulas: . _ 'I'\;lhe_ 'I;raveIfAil&stI?r?ce F;roglgvrlar_n t|s sngnsored_kt;Iy thie BC
b_lHeIatltls %ghtreattra]d gwth herbs tr|1|at t|)r_nprove Sg;]'_sog or Heafth and Ministry Responsible pr
ile flow. ese herbs are usually bitter lors.
It_aste. Blgsslgald tglséle is _?n excelllen/& and %e NEED HELP WITH TAP was created to help residents of BC to adcess
iver and blood detoxifier. n Ayurvedc health care services that they cannot obtain unlesq the
turmer_lc|| is hcon&dergd _hr(]alpgulbas a l\r}le_ INTERFERON COSTS? |yavel Y Y
especially when used with barberry. i : )
thistle is prized for its powerfully regénerati o In other words, if you have to travel to get accefs to
ﬁffet():tlsj on rE_he Ilvehr_ %e Is, ag |sf thed Ayur\éec | have had a great deal of difficulty latgspecialists _”m VafNCOUVe_f, for eg?mpla t?e TAP
erb Picorhiza, which can be found combin ¢ i program will pay for,or give you discounts for ydur
with milk thistle. Liv-52 is a populai trying to continue my Interferon treatms travel costs, such as ferry fares, for you, your vehjcle
Ayurvedic liver formula. without interruption. | ran out of money fland for an escort. if one is needed ' '
Constipation can be guite a problem w interferon and spied a 1-800 phone numbs Pl K vour d f for | v
Hep C. The safest and best known laxat . ease ask your octor for a form to comp ete. fYyou
f ; : : 2% one of the newsletters a couple of issues | d M i ligibility 2
ormula in Ayurveda is Triphala. This is : also need to contact MSP to verify your eligibility gnd
mild-acting, internal cleansing combination But it was the wrong number. The numlto receive a confirmation number before you trajel.
three nuiritive fruits called “myrobalans’ hepcBC. Bullpublished was 1-800-521-719(Phone number below)
Ic?fc\lllijtglr?]?n acmla fruit, the highest known sour \hich was an American number for CAR You are eligible if you are a BC resident enrolle§l in
Neem (biiter and pungent taste), a lit They could not provide me with the CanadJthe Medical Services Pla_ln, and your _trgvel expepses
known _tonic herb in North America, is use CARE 1-800 number! Wow...now isn't thafaren't covered by other insurance policies. Therq are
?hxeten?l!]\é)esltyInpéVXIléI;\{&dlcbﬁg%%IClnpeljriil:it e|rsson§n lack of international cooperation by a h regu:;atnons ?uchdas a;nvmg at the ferry, for exanfple,
detoxifies. In addition to building up the bo¢ Multinational pharmaceutical? On'?hizur ;rgrgera(rer?ar Lcjirc(?'esn't include meds,
gndegnlj;nlfjgehas\ygt?nn;ri(teggagrﬁoaﬁtsitr\;s}lr% uhsg So around De(_:.15_, 97, I phoned my Cont accommodations, car expenses, or local transportgtion.
Aﬂ ough not an Ayurvedic herb, but wori Research Organization VIRIDAE and reque§yoy must make your own travel and accommodafion
mentioning, Olive Leaf extract seems to eq help. A week later | was told to phone 1-8Jarrangements. You may obtain more informatior] by
Neem in 1ts action. Both herbs are woi363-3422. That was CARE in Montreal. Rcalling MSP at 1-800-661-2668 from 8:30 am to 4:30
ﬁgﬂqsdggr'rf‘gncﬁgn SI\J/\ﬂPAe%%mgddfg& g‘g)ﬂLOSV” answer, but an answering service kicked]PM, Monday through Friday. You may also call 3B7-
having anti Virai properties_ Ashwagan( Ca”ers Should enter |Oca| 2000 and pUnC 8277 in Victoria.
(bitter, sweet and astringent taste) is_anot the number "0" when prompted. It took thema
tonic herb and is India’s equivalent fo Ginsen \yeek to call me (Continued from page 6)
Finding out your constitution, dosha, ) has a shorter half-life than Prozac, thereby

using the apgropnate foods/herbs to prom
healing and balance could be very helpful
controlling Hepatitis C. Certainly energet
medicine makes a lot of sense. I[f you haw
hot condition with excess fire, as with mc
liver disorders, it makes sense to use cool
herbs or foods which will help to eliminate tt
heat. This is the basis of both Ayurveda &
Traditional Chinese medicines. There are n
good books and practitioners available w
can support your healing process.

As a healing guide, | would encoura
e\(eglone with Hep C to take a wholistic (boc
mind, spirit) approach to support the
condition, and ultimately improve your qualil
of life. It is everyone’s right to not have i
struggle with life. Claim it!!!

Reference:

1 AYURVEDA The Science of Self-healing,
Vasant Lad, Lotus Press, 1984

2 The YOGA of HERBS, Dr David Frawley &L
Vasant Lad, Lotus Press, 1986

3 Planetary Herbology, Michael Tierra,CANC
Lotus Press,1988.

Mishel Rees MH,WT,RM,BDiv is a Healing Gui
and Master Herbalist, using many different healil
modalities to support her clients. She is coowner ¢
the operator of Quantum Life Energy Natur
Dispensary & Clinic, 1050 Marine Drive, Nortl
Vancouver B.C. Ph 604-986-7908, Fax 604-9¢
7925, email blairt@wimsey.com

_More ’St:g?fhe_iu
(“More_ Kl?ée;a.bleg‘
@ess d[Coj;g)[j,_j

Wwith the ice storm the following week - Th{%ducing the tendency to accumulate and create
phone lines were. dead. ~Then, due to ’&‘Eicity. It also affects fewer liver enzymes
involvement — with Pharmacare anghaying it less likely to affect other medications.
pharmaceutical companies and doctors and thetakes about 4 to 5 weeks to start taking effect
pharmacist, another two-week delay transpirgdd now it is safe to say that it was the right drug
| ended up dealing with: for me. I've been on it now for 2 months. Thank
you, good doctor, for coming thru for me once
again.

It is very rare to be first time lucky with a
medication of this nature. | must say, at this
time, that | was dragged kicking and screaming
into this reality. | had always been told that you
have to figure it all out yourself, and believe me

- | tried. My life has been one constant balancing
| eventually got subsidized by CARE on¢g; (5 pjanets in Libra doesn't hurt) and one long

they assessed various faxed financial documegig, coaster ride. My long departed father was
and personal medical details. ~The whglyonderful man, but he was a real promoter of
process was tantamount to a crazy roller-Coagigs fix-it yourself philosophy. He was raised in
ride. VIRIDAE had the candidness to suggest North of England and spent his formative
that | had to track down the details and figwears (11-17) hiding behind blackout curtains,
out where any delays mysteriously lurked. dliring WW2 , so ... that's the way he and many
have the energy and zeal. A sicker persghers of his generation worked out their
wouldn't. HeCSC might well arrange for problems. ~As a result, | never considered
contact person for those facing persof&iemical therapy until this last bout of
financial bankruptcy that need help in sourcifi§Pression, which was as bad as it had ever been
out subsidized Hep C medication. All tH8 My life. _

phone calls and faxes and follow-ups practicagépne last comment: This worked for me and

Ms. Sonja Turner
Information Officer
C.A.R.E. (with Schering in Montreal)

Tel. #:1-800-363-3422 Local 2000
Then punch in "0" when prompted
Fax :1-888-260-9490

amounted to a part time job! It was ve ntinues to improve day by day. In no way do |
exasperating dorse this aspect of therapy for everyone;

In the end it was only the kindness of tBowever, as | intimated in my last piece, if you

h ist that K th 't get out of that deep black hole no matter
pharmacist that gave me a Week's wor ar hard you try, go see your doctor and take it

interferon while | waited for the final approvagom there. Help is out there for anyone who is
A person shouldn't have to depend on (Ring to be pro-active with his own health,

kindness of strangers. There is enough losgi@pite the often crippling psychological effects
dignity with this disease. of Hep C..

Adriaan Von Myenfeld David Smith



(Continued from page 1) THE TORONTO OFFICE lawyer, then this is an individual action, where

the victims would get money in exchange 1 the client must ;
- . . pay some upfront costs. Again, |
signing a waiver promising not to proceed w SPEAKS ON CLASS personally would not sign anything or pay out

their suits. an i i
) y more fees. | would wait until we see what
In the past, both the provinces and Ottawa ha ACTION SUITS comes from the governments. If the person is
resisted compensating people infected Wi pegr Tim: not satisfied with the government offer, they
hepatitis C through tainted blood, fearing it woul could choose to pursue legal action, either

It has been increasingly brought to
attention that many of our members are not «
frightened by the sizable chunk that the c
action lawyers seem to be demanding, but
leery of the strong-arm tactics and poss

cost too much. But the potential civil liability
coupled with Judge Krever's recommendation th
all victims of the tragedy be compensated, h
changed the federal position.

individual or class, if the class action lawyers
are also unsatisfied with the offer and continue.
People in BC have more options than elsewhere
because the two classes cover all time frames
A government source said Ottawa is willing . A dhow before and after 1986-90, so there is no need to
offer anywhere from $300-million to $60¢ S5t involved in litigation. pursue individual action at this point, unless the
= yw . _ g To be more precise, recently many of has | f di isfied
million or more in compensation, depending members have been harassed by some petrhS(t)k? ?5 Olts of money and Is not satisfie
how many victims are included in the offer. i i ign-on (¢ V1N the Class lawyers. .
K yl qi in the talks is wheth action lawyers urging them to sign-on (¢ “\ynen people call, looking for the class action
ey unresolved issue in the talks is whether possibly sign away certain rights) before o
. 4 ; lawyers, we still give them the numbers of the
compensation package should be offered uncertain but soon approaching cut-off d: : ;
. .~ four in Canada, depending on where and when
more than the 28,600 who were infect Our members have turned to us for advice
: they were transfused. There should be no costs
between 1986 and 1990. (Roughly the se this matter, and, frankly, we are hard-presse involved at this point. They simply put their
number were infected before 1986.) give them needed direction. names on the Iawyérs list and wait to hear
They also can't agree on whether IS there a cut-off date? And is there a pena g arhing further. If anything, the legal process
compensate the so-called secondarily-infect fsrgteoﬁf}guvsrict'ii‘éiei\nﬁrif Jhese conditions clé¢ seems to have slowed down pending a possible
B e Finaly at our lat morly meetng ane EoMpensaton ofer o goverments. | nope
P - ) our members expressed his opinion that eve PS. . . .
blood fiasco who were made ill through cont: If you have any other questions or information

with loved ones. tnhe?/rgrth\(lavlirses, ?r?osgpetl?fﬁ(t:teglavﬁﬁ hlgpatei}tfifs( to she_d Ii_ght on, please let me know. There are

Ottawa would prefer to make the offer bef¢ who had signed on to the class action "° guidelines because the lawyers make up their
the end of the fiscal year. The governmeni would have to pay some kind of costs-—-and t own. If this pressure is from class action and
currently cramming in all sorts of spendit even if the class action suits do not proceed, C2inUes, we may have to call the lawyers and

before the next budget to reduce the surp We would appreciate a clear set of guideli ask them what's going on.

Finance Minister Paul Martin is expected on this matter. Because of the urgency Tim McClemont
announce. The government wants a sma prompt reply would be sincerely appreciated
surplus to preventgpressure to spend more or  Thank you very much CLASS ACTION SUITS:
taxes. David Smith, Joan Dieetke, BRITISH COLUMBIA

But one senior government official said t C.D. Mazoff Camp Church and Associates
money would still be available next year. "Tt Sharon Matthews / Kim Graham
is not a fiscal issue." Dear Dave, Joan and Squeeky: 4th Floor, Randall Building

. Vancouver, B.C. V6B 1Z

_ But some of the provinces do not appear i¢ | received your e-mail from yesterda 1%0%?%8%—'232(:2 0B 125
in any kind of hurry. Firstly, remember we cannot give legal ad\ grant Kovacs Norell

Sources say the provinces reviewed U. and cannot be held responsible if someon Bruce Lemer
scientific papers on the costs of providingheal unhappy with a course of action they ch Grosvenor Building
care to people infected with hepatitis C and arg from a list of options we outlined for them \9/3%'1040 yvlgsét ?/%"Er%'als”eet
that it will cost them, on average, abo$49,000 a the best of our knowledge. pﬁoﬁgg\(g@) 609-6699 Fax: (604) 609-6688
person each year to care for them. They arguet However, we all know that people sep .\ 0 gae
the cost they will bear of blood victims' basi guidance from us anyway, so all we can d gain Lyon% '
health care should account for all or most of the present them with information as we know David A Klein
contribution to a compensation package. Here's what | know (or don't know): 805 West Broadway, Suite 500

i i . Whatever pressure is being exerted fi Vancouver, B.C. V5Z 1K1
Because the provinces are responsible for het p g (604)874-7171

care and have no choice but to look after the ne¢ lawyers on members ml‘l:St be hapkﬁ)ening_ o? (604)874-7180 (FAX)
of tainted-blood victims, they argue that the Victoria, because we have not heard it fr

already bear a significant financial burden. anywhere else. . . .
v g - Questions: Is this pressure coming from Dempster, Dermody, Riley and Buntain
But it seems unlikely that the feder onlv two class action lawvers in B.C. .. Wiliam Dermody
government will accept this idea. Ottav y . awy! ' . 4 Hughson Street South, 2nd Floor
believes that the provincial governments hav Camp and David Klein, both based ‘iamilion, Ontario L8N 321
q f fai id f Vancouver? If so, my understanding is t (905) 572- 6688
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